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CHAPTER 1 – GENERAL  

1.1 Scope 

This Rules define the procedures applied by 

RINA for the validation and verification of 

actions according to the principle of DO NO 

SIGNIFICANT HARM (DNSH), with reference to 

the taxonomy system of eco-sustainable 

activities, as per article 17 of Regulation (EU) 

2020/852. 

Validation is an ex-ante compliance 

assessment on the actions to be financed 

and is a systematic, independent and 

documented process to provide assurance 

to stakeholders on compliance with the 

principle of DO NO SIGNIFICANT HARM 

(DNSH), with reference to the taxonomy 

system of environmentally sustainable 

activities, referred to in Article 17 of 

Regulation (EU) 2020/852. 

Verification is an ex-post conformity 

assessment of financed actions and is a 

systematic, independent and documented 

process, for the purpose of issuing an opinion, 

to provide assurance to stakeholders on 

compliance with the principle of no 

significant harm to environmental objectives 

(DO NO SIGNIFICANT HARM - DNSH), with 

reference to the taxonomy system of eco-

sustainable activities, referred to in Article 17 

of Regulation (EU) 2020/852, consistent with 

the DNSH assessments carried out for 

individual measures in the the National 

Recovery and Resilience Plan. 

The sources of information used are 

documents submitted by the Organisation, 

interviews with representatives of the 

Organisation, any interviews of stakeholders 

involved in the projects, and public data in 

the press, social media or blogs. 

1.2 Validation and Verification 

Criteria  

RINA uses criteria/requirements defined in 

agreed reference standard documents, 

such as, for example:  

• The European Community Taxonomy 

(REGULATION (EU) 2020/852 OF THE 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 

COUNCIL of 18 June 2020 establishing a 

framework to facilitate sustainable 

investment and amending Regulation 

(EU) 2019/2088); 

• REGULATION (EU) 2021/241 OF THE 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 

COUNCIL of 12 February 2021 

establishing the Recovery and Resilience 

Facility; 

• The National Recovery and Resilience 

Plan; 

• Operational guides for respecting the 

principle of DO NO SIGNIFICANT HARM 

(DNSH). 

1.3 Terminology 

The terminology used in this Rules and to 

carry out the activity is the same used in the 

in the reference documents used for 

validation and verification. 

 

1.4 Principles  

RINA recognizes the fundamental guiding 

principles of the validation and verification 

processes and conducts all activities 

ensuring: accuracy, prudence, relevance, 

credibility, reliability, completeness, 

consistency, transparency, impartiality, 

independence, safeguarding against 

conflicts of interest and confidentiality. 

CHAPTER 2 – CONTRACT REVIEW 

2.1 Application and Offer 

Organisations wishing to obtain validation 

and/or verification, must provide RINA with 

the data needed to prepare the offer, by 

sending the latest version of the RINA 

informative questionnaire completed in all its 

parts, or the same information in another 

format. 

This information is used by RINA to formulate 

an offer. 

RINA prepares the offer on the basis of the 

following information / documents: 
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• name and address of the 

organisation; 

• description of the activities carried 

out by the Organisation; 

• summary description of the actions 

identified and their geographical 

location; 

• existing certifications;  

• reference normarive documents; 

• all the information reported in the 

Informative Questionnaire. 

2.2 Contract 

Organisations must formalize their order by 

sending to RINA the offer countersigned for 

acceptance or a contract duly signed by 

the Chief Executive Officer, or by an 

authorized Representative, through a legal 

power of attorney. 

Upon receipt of the signed request form or 

offer / order and related attachments / 

documentation, after a preliminary 

examination to verify their completeness, 

RINA notifies the Organisation of the 

acceptance of the order. 

Only after RINA has communicated the 

acceptance of the order, the contract 

between RINA and the Organisation is 

considered stipulated. 

The contract stipulated between RINA and 

the Organisation includes: 

• documentary review of the 

Organisation's documents; 

• follow up actions (telephone and/or 

video interviews and/or on site visits); 

• the issuance of the validation and / 

or verification report, containing the 

opinion; 

• any additional services specified in 

the offer. 

CHAPTER 3 – TEAM  

3.1 Team Selection 

RINA selects the validation/verification team 

members that will carry out the activities and 

the staff who will carry out the independent 

technical review, based on the knowledge, 

skills and competences required. 

The team and the independent auditors 

must be completely independent of all 

aspects of the actions to be funded or 

financed. 

3.2 Communication of the Team 

Before starting the activity, RINA 

communicates the names of the members of 

the validation / verification team to the 

Organisation.  

The Organisation may object to these 

appointments within 5 working days of 

notification, justifying the reasons. 

RINA reconstitutes the team following valid 

objections. 

CHAPTER 4 – VALIDATION AND 

VERIFICATION 

4.1 Validation  

The main stages of the validation process are 

as follows: 

• Forwarding of documents by the 

Organisation 

• Document review by RINA team 

• Follow up actions (telephone and/or 

video interviews and/or on site visits); 

• Forwarding of the draft validation report 

• Issuance of the final validation report 

containing the opinion. 

 

4.1.1 Forwarding of documents by the 

Organisation 

The Organisation forwards the following 

documents to RINA: 

• A copy of the framework document 

describing the actions to be financed 

and other supporting documents; 

• A description of the actions (and/or 

indication of the respective type) and 

their location 
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• A list of existing certifications; 

• The organisation chart clearly identifying 

the responsibilities for the management 

of the actions; 

• Any document useful for the validation 

activity (e.g. documentation describing 

the management of environmental, 

aspects). 

RINA may request, at its discretion, for 

examination, also other documents besides 

those indicated above, deemed important 

for the purposes of validation. 

4.1.2 Document Review  

The above documentation is assessed by the 

validation team for compliance with the 

principle of DO NO SIGNIFICANT HARM 

(DNSH), with reference to the taxonomy 

system of environmentally sustainable 

activities, referred to in Article 17 of 

Regulation (EU) 2020/852. 

Following the document review, RINA will 

identify the additional requirements and 

elements (aspects and objective evidence) 

that must be treated with the Organisation 

during the process of interviews and on-site 

visit(s). 

4.1.3 Interviews and/or on site visit(s) 

Validation requires a visit to the site(s), to 

interview the organisation's representatives, 

to verify the actions and to gather evidence 

of the application of the framework 

document describing the actions and other 

supporting documents. 

The date of the visit to the site will be agreed, 

sufficiently in advance, with the Organisation 

and will be officially confirmed at least one 

week before. 

4.1.4 Draft of the Validation Report 

After the interviews, RINA will provide the 

Organisation with a draft of the validation 

report which will summarize the areas that 

require further processing, investigation or 

integration by the Organisation, in order to 

confirm that the actions comply with the 

agreed criteria/requirements. 

The organisation must provide further 

clarifications or make necessary 

improvements or modifications to the 

framework document describing the actions 

to be financed and other supporting 

documents or implement actions, in order to 

obtain a positive validation opinion. 

Depending on the nature of the 

improvements / corrections and / or the 

documentation provided, an additional visit 

may be required to verify the correct 

implementation of the proposed corrective 

actions. 

4.1.5 Final Validation Report  

Upon receipt of the responses formulated by 

the representatives of the Organisation and 

of the documents modified as a result of the 

findings, the draft of the validation report is 

revised to reflect the answers/actions of the 

Organisation and the comments of the Team 

in relation to each finding.  

The final validation report is prepared 

including the opinion on compliance of the 

framework document describing the actions 

to be financed and other supporting 

documents with the principle of DO NO 

SIGNIFICANT HARM (DNSH), with reference to 

the taxonomy system of environmentally 

sustainable activities, as referred to in Article 

17 of Regulation (EU) 2020/852. 

The final validation report is issued once all 

the findings in the draft validation report 

have been resolved by the Organisation and 

accepted by RINA. 

If the findings are not satisfactorily resolved 

and accepted: 

• 3 months after the first issue of the Draft 

Report, or 

• after more than 3 revisions. 

RINA reserves the right to terminate the 

contract or to issue the final validation report 

and a negative opinion without prejudice to 

the right to receive the agreed 

remuneration. 

4.1.6 Independent Technical Review 

The final validation report is subjected to an 

independent technical examination to 
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ensure that the validation activity meets all 

the requirements. 

 

4.1.7 Approval of the Final Validation 

Report 

The final validation report is subsequently 

approved by the authorized persons. 

4.2 Verification  

The main stages of the verification process are 

as follows: 

• Forwarding of documents by the 

Organisation 

• Document review by RINA Team 

• Follow up actions (telephone and/or 

video interviews and/or on site visits); 

• Forwarding of the draft verification 

report; 

• issuance of the Final Verification Report 

containing the opinion. 

4.2.1 Forwarding of documents by the 

Organisation 

The Organisation forwards the following 

documents to RINA: 

• A document describing all funded 

interventions; 

• ogni documento utile all’attività di 

verifica. 

RINA may request, at its discretion, for 

examination, also other documents besides 

those indicated above, deemed important 

for the purposes of verification. 

4.2.2 Document Review  

The above documentation is assessed by the 

verification team for compliance with the 

identified verification criteria. 

Following the document review, RINA will 

identify the additional requirements and 

elements (aspects and objective evidence) 

that must be treated with the Organisation 

during the process of interviews and / or visits 

to the site (s). 

4.2.3 Interviews and visits to the site (s) 

The verification requires a visit to the site (s), 

to interview the representatives of the 

Organisation, to verify the actions and to 

collect the evidence. 

The date of the visit to the site will be agreed, 

sufficiently in advance, with the Organisation 

and will be officially confirmed at least one 

week before. 

4.2.4 Draft of the Verification Report 

After the interviews, RINA will provide the 

Organisation with a draft of the verification 

report which will summarize the areas that 

need further processing, investigation or 

integration by the Organisation. 

The Organisation must provide further 

clarifications or make the necessary 

improvements to the documentation and 

implement actions if possible, in order to 

obtain a positive outcome of the 

verification. 

Depending on the nature of the 

improvements / corrections and / or the 

documentation provided, an additional visit 

may be required to verify the correct 

implementation of the proposed corrective 

actions. 

4.2.5 Final Verification Report 

Upon receipt of the responses formulated 

by the representatives of the Organisation 

and of the documents modified as a result 

of the findings, the draft verification report 

is revised to reflect the answers provided by 

the representatives of the Organisation 

and the comments of the team in relation 

to each finding.  

The final verification report is prepared by 

including the opinion l’opinione in merito 

alla conformità al principio del non 

arrecare danno significativo agli obiettivi 

ambientali (DO NO SIGNIFICANT HARM - 

DNSH), con riferimento al sistema di 

tassonomia delle attività ecosostenibili, di 

cui all’articolo 17 del Regolamento (UE) 

2020/852, coerentemente con quanto 



 

PAGINA 7 / 8 

riportato nelle valutazioni DNSH, operate 

per le singole misure nel Piano Nazionale di 

Ripresa e Resilienza. 

The final verification report is issued once all 

the findings in the draft verification report 

have been resolved by the Organisation and 

accepted by RINA. 

• If the findings are not satisfactorily 

resolved and accepted: 

• 3 months after the first issue of the Draft 

Report, or 

• after more than 3 revisions. 

RINA reserves the right to terminate the 

contract or to issue the final verification 

report and a negative opinion, without 

prejudice to the right to receive the agreed 

remuneration. 

4.2.6 Independent Technical Review 

The final verification report submitted by the 

verification team is subjected to an 

independent technical examination to 

ensure that the verification activity meets all 

the requirements. 

4.2.7 Approval of the Final Verification 

Report 

The final verification report is subsequently 

approved by the authorized persons. 

 



 

 

 

Publication: RC/C 144 

English Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RINA SERVICES S.p.A. 

Via Corsica, 12 - 16128 GENOVA 

Tel. +39 010 53851 - Fax: +39 010 5351132 

E-mail info@rina.org - Web www.rina.org 

________________________________________ 

Regolamenti tecnici 

http://www.rina.org/

